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July 29, 2021 

 

The Honorable Merrick B. Garland 

Attorney General 

U.S. Department of Justice 

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

 

Dear Attorney General Garland: 

 

Thank you for your public service. Racial profiling is both illegal and corrosive to our democracy. 

A particular form of this discrimination has disproportionately affected the Asian American and 

Pacific Islander (AAPI) community, which is the false belief that somehow Americans of Asian 

descent are disloyal. We have repeatedly seen this racial profiling play out in the false accusations 

of spying alleged against Wen Ho Lee, Sherry Chen, Xiaoxing Xi, Anming Hu and others. We 

write to request an investigation into the repeated, wrongful targeting of individuals of Asian 

descent for alleged espionage and an update on the department-wide implicit bias training that was 

mandated under then Attorney General Loretta Lynch in 2016. 

 

On June 27, 2016, the Department of Justice announced department-wide implicit bias training 

after Members of Congress and the public expressed strong concerns about racial profiling to 

Attorney General Lynch. The training was to be instituted in response to a number of high-profile 

cases of espionage charges brought against Asian American scientists and professors, only for all 

charges to be dropped. Our hope was that the training would prevent future instances of innocent 

people being wrongfully arrested on the basis of race, ethnicity or national origin. Unfortunately, 

with the recent case of Professor Anming Hu, there appears to be an ongoing pattern and practice 

of people of color being singled out by law enforcement and prosecutors. 

 

We are deeply troubled by reports of alleged misconduct by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

in the unsuccessful prosecution of University of Tennessee at Knoxville Associate Professor 

Anming Hu. The FBI allegedly falsely accused Professor Hu of being a Chinese spy; falsely 

implicated Professor Hu as a Chinese military operative; and used false information to put him on 

the federal no-fly list—among a number of other alleged misconduct. Over the years, multiple 

people who happened to be of Asian descent have been falsely accused by the Department of 

Justice of espionage. The common thread in every one of these cases was a defendant with an 

Asian surname—and an innocent life that was turned upside down. 

 

Social science research has revealed that even the most well- intentioned people experience some 

degree of “implicit bias,” the unconscious and often subtle associations we make between groups 

of people and stereotypes about those groups. A similarly large body of research indicates that 

individuals can reduce their implicit biases or mitigate their effects in part simply by 

acknowledging they exist. This is where the training comes in, and it is increasingly vital given 

the current wave of anti-Asian sentiment. 
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The pervasive racial bias and targeting of Asian Americans is not new. Despite being part of the 

fabric of American society for centuries, Asian Americans are still sometimes viewed as 

“perpetual foreigners.” This racism has manifested itself at many points throughout U.S. history, 

including with the “Yellow Peril” hysteria; the mass lynching of Chinese immigrants in Los 

Angeles; the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882; the incarceration of over 120,000 Japanese 

Americans during World War II; the murder of Vincent Chin; the rise in COVID-related hate 

crimes against AAPIs; and the targeting of AAPI scientists and professors.  

 

No person should be viewed by our government as more suspicious because of the individual’s 

race. We thus request an update on the mandated implicit bias training and request an 

investigation to determine whether the Department of Justice has a written or unwritten policy, 

program, pattern or practice of using race (or other civil rights classifications such as religion, 

gender and national origin) in targeting people for arrest, surveillance, security clearance denials 

or other adverse actions. We also specifically request whether, under the “China Initiative,” there 

is a written or unwritten policy, program, pattern or practice to target people based on their race, 

ethnicity or national origin. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. We look forward to working with you to 

stop the racial profiling of Asian Americans. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Ted W. Lieu 

Member of Congress 

 
Jerrold Nadler 

Member of Congress 

 

 
Alex Padilla 

United States Senator 

 
Judy Chu 

Member of Congress 

 

 
Jamie Raskin  

Member of Congress 

Mazie K. Hirono 

United States Senator 

Carolyn Maloney 

Member of Congress 

 

Eddie Bernice Johnson 

Member of Congress 
Sherrod Brown  

United States Senator 

Raúl M. Grijalva 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 
Bobby Scott 

Member of Congress 
Tammy Duckworth 

United States Senator 
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Katie Porter 

Member of Congress 

 
Haley Stevens 

Member of Congress 

 

Steve Cohen 

Member of Congress 

 
Ami Bera 

Member of Congress 

 

 
Raul Ruiz  

Member of Congress 
Joyce Beatty  

Member of Congress 

 
Hakeem Jeffries 

Member of Congress 

 

 
Grace Meng 

Member of Congress 

 
Mark Takano  

Member of Congress 

Kaiali’i Kahele 

Member of Congress 

 

 
Alan Lowenthal 

Member of Congress 
Andy Kim 

Member of Congress 

Ayanna Pressley 

Member of Congress 

Barbara Lee 

Member of Congress 

Bill Pascrell, Jr. 

Member of Congress 

 

Bobby L. Rush 

Member of Congress 

 

Brad Sherman 

Member of Congress 

Colin Allred 

Member of Congress 

Cori Bush 

Member of Congress 

 

Danny K. Davis 

Member of Congress 

David Trone 

Member of Congress 

David N. Cicilline 

Member of Congress 

Deborah K. Ross 

Member of Congress 

Dina Titus 

Member of Congress 
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Don Norcross 

Member of Congress 
Donald Beyer 

Member of Congress 

Doris Matsui 

Member of Congress 

 

 
Dwight Evans 

Member of Congress 

Ed Case 

Member of Congress 

Ed Perlmutter 

Member of Congress 

 

 
Eleanor Holmes Norton 

Member of Congress 

 

Elissa Slotkin 

Member of Congress 

Eric Swalwell 

Member of Congress 

Gerald E. Connolly 

Member of Congress 
Grace Napolitano 

Member of Congress 
Greg Stanton 

Member of Congress 

 

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr. 

Member of Congress 

 

 
J. Luis Correa 

Member of Congress 

 
Jake Auchincloss 

Member of Congress 

Jamaal Bowman 

Member of Congress 

 

Jerry McNerney 

Member of Congress 

Jim Cooper 

Member of Congress 

Jimmy Gomez 

Member of Congress 

 

Joe Neguse 

Member of Congress 
John Sarbanes 

Member of Congress 

Juan Vargas 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 
Karen Bass 

Member of Congress 

Linda Sánchez 

Member of Congress 
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Lori Trahan 

Member of Congress 

 

 
Lucy McBath 

Member of Congress 

Madeleine Dean 

Member of Congress 

 
Marilyn Strickland 

Member of Congress 

 

Mary Gay Scanlon 

Member of Congress 

Maxine Waters 

Member of Congress 

Mike Quigley 

Member of Congress 

 

Mondaire Jones 

Member of Congress 

 
Nikema Williams 

Member of Congress 

Nydia M. Velazquez 

Member of Congress 

 

Paul Tonko 

Member of Congress 

Peter Welch 

Member of Congress 

 
Pramila Jayapal 

Member of Congress 

Raja Krishnamoorthi 

Member of Congress 
Rashida Tlaib 

Member of Congress 

 

Ro Khanna 

Member of Congress 

 
Robin Kelly 

Member of Congress 

 
Salud Carbajal 

Member of Congress 

 

 
Sara Jacobs 

Member of Congress 

 
Scott Peters 

Member of Congress 
Stephen Lynch 

Member of Congress 

 

Suzan DelBene 

Member of Congress 
Suzanne Bonamici 

Member of Congress 

 
Sylvia Garcia 

Member of Congress 
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Ted Deutch 

Member of Congress 

 
Thomas R. Suozzi 

Member of Congress 

Veronica Escobar 

Member of Congress 

 

Zoe Lofgren 

Member of Congress 

 
Jackie Speier 

Member of Congress 

 
Bonnie Watson Coleman 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 


